eds. Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2016, 312 pp. $95.00, cloth. ISBN 978-1-60732-493-5. Earth, and its archaeological record, is diverse. Archaeologists continually work to characterize how the archaeological record formed and in what ways it can be interpreted to learn about past human lifeways. Researchers continue to revise their ideas and approaches as new evidence is unearthed, the puzzle pieces shift, and images of the past are reconstructed. Sullivan and Olszewski acknowledge that archaeological variability influences researchers' processes, and they have created a volume that provides disciplinary self-reflection. The book's contributors use global case studies that incorporate diverse theoretical and methodological perspectives-conceptual, crosscultural, experimental, scalar, etc.-to provide insights that illuminate the myriad ways in which archaeologists can approach human prehistory.
logical approach yields greater numbers of cleavers in the collection. He also observes that cleavers occurred in higher frequencies at other Levantine sites. This study shows that researchers may have underestimated the quantities of cutting and/or butchering tools in lithic assemblages; the result has implications for models of human evolution and cognitive development and underscores why routinely assessing archaeological typologies (and integrating experimental programs into this work) is an important part of the discipline.
Finally, the book's third section, "Cross-Cultural, Conceptual, and Experimental Perspectives," examines how archaeologists have used theoretical frameworks to interpret variable archaeological records.
Here, two papers provide refreshing new ideas. First, Whittaker and Kamp use cross-cultural data to interpret atypical lithic artifacts as powerful ritual artifacts. Using ethnographic examples, the authors breathe life into an artifact category often exclusively considered utilitarian, arguing that these items could have protected humans from hostile forces, or been offerings or status symbols. This paper reminds readers to consider diverse perspectives as they approach archaeological interpretation. Second, Chase examines how archaeologists have described prehistoric humans' "mental templates" in artifact manufacture, concluding that the term is imprecise and that archaeologists should instead focus on creating testable hypotheses to learn about past human behavior. This paper demonstrates how definitions can both help and hinder archaeological analysis, an important consideration as archaeologists continue to unearth evidence of the earliest humans.
Sullivan, Olszewski, and the rest of the volume's contributors achieved their goal of providing examples of how archaeologists can understand a diverse archaeological record with an eye toward assessing and improving the discipline's theoretical frameworks and methods. I appreciate that the book integrates a global perspective alongside diverse frameworks-ecological, typological, ethnographic, experimental, conceptual, etc. -to interpret past lifeways. I think the mark of a good book is that it sticks with you-it makes you consider, and perhaps even improve, your own practice. This book has challenged me to think more deeply and broadly about the methods I use and the interpretations I make from the data I collect. For these reasons, I believe the volume is worth reading for any archaeologist who wants to critically engage with how they approach the past. 
